RELIGIOUS STEDFASTNESS 


RECOMMENDED... © 


A 5 


DO 


SE  M OO Mm 


Preached at Bathgate, on the Monday af- 
ter the celebration of the Lord's Supper 


there, Augult 22, 1768, 


B Y 
JOHN BR O WN, 


—— — 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at Haddington. { 


Publiſhed at the requeſt of the hearers, 


2 $5 ©» 3 0 x > 2 


h Printed by JohN Gray and Gavin ALSTON* 
: Sold at their printing-bouſe in Jackſon's cloſe, 


WDCCLALS:. 


\ 
=. 
» \ 
2 %, - . 
WEE, DD 
v4 > . ws " 
— _ — 


A 


S E R M O N, Ec. 


e. Ul. 11. 


Behold, I come quickly : hold faſi that which thou 
haſt, that no man take thy crown. 


EAR friends, our communicating work at 

this time is over ; our preaching and your 
hearing work, is almoſt over; but our account 
for theſe things is ſlill before us; who knows 
how near! Let us think, what we have done, and 
what we have got, that will abide the trial. Iu this 
ſolemn charge of Heaven, now read and directed 
to your conſcience and mine, we have, (t.) An 
awful warning of the future judgment, from 
the lips of the Judge: Behold, I come guickly. (2.) 
A ſolemn charge to take heed to our ſelves in the 
view of our certain and ſudden appearance be- 
fore God, the Judge of all. Held that faſt which 
thou haſt, that no man take thy crown. : 


Ix eſſaying to explain this ſolemn charge of 
God to us, I ſhall, (t.) Offer a few thoughts 
concerning Jeſus coming to call us to account. 
(2.) Shew what is to be held faſt in the viewof his 


coming. (3.) Enquire what is implied in hold- 
ing falt thete things till he come. (4.) Exhibit 
the advantage of holding fait what good things 
we have attained. 


1. Ow the vast, we ſhall only ſay, r. Jeſs. 
will certainly come. He hath already come in 
| A 2 the 
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the likene(s of ſinful fleſh, and bearing our ini- 
quities; he has come in the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to gather the nations to himſelf ; he has 
come in vengeance to ruin the church and ſtate 
of Judah : and he will appear the ſecond time with- 
out fin unto ſalvatiou : he ſhall come in his glory, 
and fit on the throne of his glory, The appearing of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his times, he ſhall ſhew (a). 
Let us pauſe and think, Is Jeſus laſt coming as 
certain now, as ever it will be, though not ſo 
perceptible? Why then have I ſo little faith of, 
and fo unfrequent, ſo ſmall impreffions of it? 
Why is not my great care to be found in him, 
and to approve myſelf in his fight? Why am 
not I careful to have my heart in ſuch a ſtate 
and frame, and my life in ſuch a form, as if I 
already heard the awful blaſt of the laſt trum- 
pet, “ Arife ye dead, and come to judgment.“ 
— Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to meet 
him! Why am I conſumed with care to provide 
ten thouſand trifles for moments, for events, I 
will never ſee; and not concerned to be found 
of him in peace, without ſpot aud blameleſs! Ah! 
my folly makes it ſo! 


2. He will come guickly. Behold, I come 
quickly : he will come ſuddenly and unexpected- 
Iy, as a thief in the night. In ſuch an hour as we 
think not, the Son of man cometh (b); when men 
are eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in 
marriage; nay, whoring, ſtealing, blaſphe- 
ming, belching forth idle or reproachful lan- 
guage, ſhall the coming of the Son of man be. 
Let us think, Is Jeſus' coming ſo near and ſud- 


(a) Heb. ix. 28. Matth. XXV. 31. 1 Tim. vi. 14. 15. 
(5) Rev. xxii. 20. and xvi. 14 Matth. xxi v. 44. 
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den; and am Iwaſting ſo much of my days of 
grace, to fo little purpoſe ? Have | waſted the 
three or four days of this folemnity, to little, to, 
ah! next to no purpoſe, when perhaps, I mult, 
with the patriarch, go down and die? Is eter- 
nity ſo near; and are eternal things even now 
fo little the object of my inmolt care? Is eter- 
nity ſo near; and have I done nothing, or next 
to it, but what, when I ſee the Judge, I would 
wiſh, would give ten thouſand worlds, had ne- 
ver been done. 


3. Hz will come in a tremendous and awful 
manner :. he has been coming and ſpeaking here 
theſe days paſt; but how many of us have fat 
like ſtones before him ! we cannot tell from ex- 
perience, whether there be a Chriſt ; but it ſhall 
be otherwiſe at that day: the molt deaf hall 
hear; the moſt blind hall fee; the molt careleſs 
ſhalt, with deep concern, behold his glory, and 
Hiten to his words. Behold, he cometh with clouds, 
and every eye ſhall ſee him; they alſo which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the ear ſhall wail becauſe of 
him. Our God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep filence : 
a fire ſhall devour before him, and it ſhall be very 
tempeſtuous round about him. The dead, ſmall and 
great, ſhall and before Cod (a). In the view here- 
of, why do we not think, O my ſoul, why art 
thou now amuſed with trifles? why do any 
things, below the better part, ingroſs thy care? 
Will theſe idle thoughts, thele foolith diveriious, 
this worklly honour or wealth, encourage thee 
before thine appearing God ? Alas! why do not 
L now hear? why not communicate, pray, aud 


{@ Rev. I. 7 Pal L. 3- Rev. xx. 12 
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| practiſe, as if I ſaw the earth all on flames, Je- 
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ſus on his great v hite throne, and 1, and all na- 
tions, at his bar? Why do not I now give him my 
heart, as I would then with I had done? Why 
receive I not him as my friend? O what if I, 
who reſuſe him now in the day of his mercy, 
then ſtand crying to hills and mountains, to fall 
on me, and hide me from the face of him that 
ſitteth on the thrane, becauſe the great day of 
his wrath is come; and who ſhall be able to 
itand ? 


4. He will come to judge us. We muſt all ap- 
pear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſl, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according 
40 that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. God 
will bring every work into judgment (a). Ah! my 
brethren, is every thing to be accounted for ? 
every mercy, every affliction, every deliver- 
ance, every moment, every talent, every ſeaſon 
of grace, every ſermon, and every ſentence of 
truth in it? Who then can be ſaved! ah! 
where ſhall we flee for help! or where ſhall we 
}-ave our glory! IF thou, Lord, ſhalt mark inj- 
quities, who can ſtand ? who can anſwer for one of a 
thouſand : I tremble to think, what danger we 
are in of being called to account for what has 
happened here; our careleſs preaching, prayer, 
commnnicating, or converſe, whereby we have 
transformed the feaſt into three or four days 
uproar againſt Jeſus, who gave his life for us. 
Ah! "Ay can I anſwer for having a heart ſo 
long, and Chriſt ſo little room in it, and ſo few 
thoughts about him ! or for having a 6 ſo 


As. 
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long, and Chriſt fo little honoured, and my 


neighbours ſo little profited by it! Ah! let us, 


even now flee under the covert of his blood, 
that then we may give a right anſwer, It was 


exaded, and he anſwered it. 


II. LET us now conſider, What is to be held 
faſt in the view of Chriſt's coming to call us to 
an account. 


1. LET us hold faſt Jeſus' perſon as our eſpon- 
ſed huſband, our choſen Saviour, Portion, and 
Maſter ; let us hold him by faith in his promiſe, 
as made of God to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, and redemption. So Barnabas ex- 
horted the Greeks, that with purpoſe of heart they 
awauld cleave to the Lord. We mult abide in him, 
and he in us: for we can bear no fruit, except we 
abide in him: ſeparate from him, we can do nothing: 
but he that abideth in Chriſt, and Chritt ix him, the 
fame bringeth forth much fruit of good works, to 
the praiie of the glory of God. Having received 
the Lord Feſus, we mult walk in him, rooted and built 
up in him. All pretences to religious ſtedfaſtneſs 
is bat a farce, a ſtiffneſs of humour, if we h not 
the head, from which all the bedy of true church- 
members, by joints and bands, having nouriſhmett 
miniflered, and knit together, increaſeth with the in- 
creaſe of God (a). We are to hold him fait, that 
we may be fitted for, directed in, excited, and 
ſtrengthened to every good word and work. O 
the horrid deceit, to have jeſusꝰ name called on 
us, and his truth in our mouth ; and yet refuſe 
to retain him in the higheſt room of our heart ; 


(a) Ads xi. 23. John xv. 4. 5» Col. ii. 6. 7. 19. 
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and nepglet to uſe him as our all in all -A fan 
ſhocking character! a Chriſtian in name, with- An 
out Chriſt in his heart! gre 
x . ear 
2. WHaT grace we have received, let us hold his 
it faſt, and increaſe therein. e are made par- anc 
takers of Chriſt, if we hold the beginning of our con- But 
fdence fledfaft unte the end; and take heed of an | acc 
evil heart of unbelief, departing from the living ; 
God. 7 hat good thing which was committed untg | $. 
us, we muſt k:ep by the Holy Ghoſt that dwelleth in | Faſt 
. We mult #eep ourſelves in the love of God, | prac 
Juilding up ourſelves in our moſi holy faith. We paſſe 
maſt f-ep our beart with all diligence, left we loſe ©. 
any degrees of what grace God has there | ard 
wrought : for dur of it are the iſſues of liſe. Wemult } bhave 
continue ſtablithed and grounded in the faith, and | of 
abounding therein; and er brotherly leve conti- * dfoler 
nue: nay, muft gro in grace, and in the knowledge | the | 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriff ; muſt give all diligence, conte 
#0 add to our faith, virtue; aud to virtue, knowledpe ; ſaint. 
and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, at el 
patience ; and to patience, godlineſ; ; and to godlineſt, life 1 
brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity + rats 
fer if theſe things be in us, and abound, we ſhall make; 
neither be barren nor unfruitſul in the knowledge of obtai 
dr Lord Feſus Chriſt (a). I beſeech you, Sirs, let "AY 
all your religions ftedfaſtneſs be as it were root- hold 
ed in theſe things, in holding jeſus and his * 
grace: without this, yon but bnild on the ſand : ſpel. 
and after all your high pretences to witneſſing, word 
this ſhatl ye have of God's hand, ye fhall lie ſed i 
down in everlaſling ſorrow ; ye ſhall be cnt a- are th 
(9 Heb. iii. 10- 14. 2 Tim. i. 14. Jude 26. Prov: iv. 23 al 


Col. ii. 2. 2 Pet. Ai. 1d. and i. 5. to . 
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fander, and have your portion with hypocrites. 
And indeed, let us think ſeriouſly, Can there be 
greater deceivers, more villainous perſons on 
earth, than pretended witneſles for Chriſt, and 
his truths, indulging themſelves in a Chriſtleſs 
and graceleſs ſtate, and unholy temper and life! 
But I hope better things of you, and things that 
accompauy ſalvation. 


3. WHEREUNTO we have attained, let us hold 
fait the truths of God, in our profeſſing and 
practiſing them. Seeing we have a great high-prieff 
paſſed into the heavens, let us hold faſt our profeſſion : 
let us hold faſt the form of ſound words, in faith 
and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Whereunto we 
have attained in reſpect of knowledge, in reſpect 
of open and avowed profeſſion, in reſpect of 
ſolemn covenant, let us hold faſt ; let us walk by 
the ſame rule ; let us mind the ſame thing. Let us 
contend earneſily for the faith ance delivered to the 
ſaints, and maintained by our holy anceſtors, 
at the expeuce of every thing dear on earth, 
life not excepted. Let us buy the truth at any 
rate, and /e// it at none. It is the truth that 
makes us free, and therefore what liberty we have 
obtained by it, Jet us ſtand faſt in it, and not be 
intangled in any yoke of bandage, by letting lip our 
hold of it. Let us ſtaud faſt in ene Spirit, with 
ene mind, ſtriving together ſor the ralrhH of the go- 
ſpel. Particularly we muſt hold fat, and keep the 
word of Ghriſt”s patience (a), truths that are oppo- 
ſed in our times; ſuch as, that the ſcriptures 
are the ward of God, and ſole rule for directing 


0 Heb. iv. 14 2 Tim. i. 13. Phil. iii. 16. Jude 3 Prov. 


xi. 23. John viii. 32. Gal. v. 1. Phil. i. 27. Rev. iii. 10, 
us 


. 
us to true holineſs or happineſs (2); that by 
nature we are altogether corrupt, and incapable 
to do any thing ſpiritually good (5); that 
God's ſovereign grace, not our free will, is the 
ſource of our ſalvation (e); that the change 
of our nature is effected only by the Spirit's uni- 
ting us to Chriſt, and creating us in him unto good 
works (4); that no works of ours can juſtify us 


before God, in whole or in part; but jeſus' obe- 


dience and faffering fulfilled in our ſtead, and 
imputed to us (e); that if we are once united 
to Chriit, we ſhall be kept in him by the mighty 
power of God, through faith unto ſalvation, 
and none be. able to pluck us out of his hand, or 
ſeparate us from his love (); that Jeſus, and his 
full ſalvation, are freely offered in the goſpel to 
men, as ſinners, even the chief (g); that Jeſus 
is the fole King and Head of his charch, and 
none but he has any power to make any law, 
any term of fellowthip, therein (4); that his 
Kingdom is ſpiritual, not of this world; not to be 
regulated according to civil laws, or carnal incli- 
nations of men, but entirely according to the 
ſcriptures of truth (i); that the Prefbyterian 
government of her, by miniſters acting with e- 

qual authority, and by ruling elders and dea- 
cons, and in feffions, pretbyteries, and ſynods, 
is the only form prefcribed in God's word, as 
well as the oply form our folemn covenants will 
admit us, without perjury, to countenance (&) ; 


(a) 2 Tim. iii. 15. 17. (6) Rom. ni. 10.— 20. Eph. ii. —3. 
dc) Eph. ii. 4.- -9. Rom. v. 20.21. (4) Rom. viii. 2. Eph. iii. 
To. (e) Rom. iii. 20-26. (7) Pet. i. 3. (g) If. Iv. 1-—4 
Matth. ix. 13. (0) Pal. ii. 7. Matth. xxiii. 8. (i) John xviii. 
36. Matth. xxviii. 20. (0 Luke xxii. 24.— 36. 1 Tim. v. 17. 
and iii. and iv. 14. Acts xv. 

that 
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that Chriſt's people are free indeed, and have a 
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power, and the ſole power, to chooſe their own 
ordinary officers, who take the charge and o- 
verſight of their ſouls, and that no earthly title 
or property can give any a right to impoſe a 
paſtor on them ; that no perſon can, without 
treachery againſt Chriſt, pretend to preach or 
adminiſter ſacraments, without a regular call, 
or be owned as a preacher or miniſter (a), &c. 
Chriſt's truths, when. oppreſled and in priſon, 
mult be owned, even amidſt an adulterous and 
ſinful generation, under pain of our being diſown- 
ed by Chriſt in the future judgment. All traths 
mult be held faſt, and confeſſed. The doctrines of 
the goſpel are the foundation of our hopes of 
eternal life ; the laws of God are our obligatory 
rule of univerſal conduct; the ordinances 
of the goſpel are the channels of God's grace to 
men in this imperfect ſtate ; and the diſcipline 
and government of the church are the means of 
preſerving theſe channels entire and clean, that 
the grace of God, may without hindrance, be con- 
veyed to us therein: can any of theſe be reject - 
ed or wanted, without unſpeakable prejudice to 
our ſoul? Or ſhall I ſay, the doctrines of the go- 
ſpel, and ordinances of divine worſhip, are the 
fat gaſtures, wherein mens ſouls are fed and 
nouriſhed, up to eternal life ; and diſcipline and 
government are the hedges appointed of God for 
preſerving theſe paſtures from being ſpoiled, 
and for preſerving the ſaints from ſtraying 
therefrom? Can any of theſe be wanted, but at 
the hazard of mens fouls? Hath not God 
charged us miniſters to ſhew, and you hearers 
Ads i. and vi. and xiv. 23. 1:John iv. 1. Jer, xxiii. 32. 
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to obſerve, the form of his houſe, and the faſhien 
thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings 
in thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all 
the forms theres, and all the laws thereof, that we 
may keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordi- 
nances thereof; and meaſuring the pattern, may be 
aſhamed of all our iniguities (a). It is the truth that 
is the means of our ſanctification (5). Can we 
then rightly love univerſal holineſs, while we 
contemn or deny the means of it? The truths 
of revelation are iz Jeſus (c): he therefore that 
wrongfully toucheth them, muſt touch the ap- 
ple of his eye: he that divides them, holding 
one part, and indulging himſelf in contemning 
another, muſt indulge himſelf, in attempting 
to divide, to crucify Chriſt afreſh. Divine irnths, 
even theſe relating to diſcipline and govern- 
ment, are founded in Jeſus' ſuffering and death; 
are a part of the New Teſtament in his blood; and 
are conformed and conveyed to us, by means 
of the blood of martyrs, who loved not their 
lives untothe death, but refed unto blood, ſtriving 
againſt ſin. Let us beware of bringing on our 
heads the blood of that Saviour, and of theſe 
men, by neglecting theſe divine truths which 
the one died to found, and the other died to 
confirm, and convey to us in their purity. Let us 
tremble to think of practically declaring they 
died as fools did. Let us further conſider, that 
divine truth is a body compacted together with 
joints and bands, not a heap of detached par- 
cels; and in its connections with Chriſt, and 
with the other parts of it, doth the glory there. 
of conſiſt. It is THE TRUTH that muſt be kept; 
THE TRUTH that muſt be bought, and not fold; 

) Ezek. xliii, 10. 11. (6) John xvii. 17+ (e) Eph. iv. 21. 
THE 
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Eph. iv. 7 


(13) 
THE TRUTH that muft be received in the love 
of it; THE FAITH that muft be contended ear- 
neſtly for; there is ons FaliTH (4), as well 
as one God, one Saviour, one baptiſm. If then 
one member of this body ſuffer, all the other 
members ſuffer with it. Some would tell me, 
If we hold faſt fundamental truths, no matter, 
or certainly ſmall matter, about theſe which are 
circamſtautial. But, friend, has the God of in- 
finite wiſdom declared or appointed in his word, 
what is unworthy of our notice ? Are we ligher 
or wiſer than he ? Let. ns beware of taking 
from his words, even circumftantial things, leſt 
he take away our name out of the book of 
life (5). Pat the caſe, you had a darliug child, 
and gave it out to a keeper, if the keeper 
ſhould take it into her head, to cut off the arms 
and legs of your child, and when returning it, 
hould tell you, ſhe had but aut off the circum- 
{tantial parts, that they might not draw the. 
nouriſhment trom the more eflential ones, which 
were all left entire; would you think you and 
your child had received no injury, no abute ? 
What then muſt Jeſus think of ſuch, to whom he 
has entruſted the keeping of his child, lis dar- 


ling child of revealed truth, brought forth by 


the travail of his ſoul, if, under pretence of 
noted improvement of fundamental truths, and 
attention to the practical concerns of Chriftianity, 
they cut off, by neglect or contempt, the truths 
relative to diſcipline and government, which, 


welall grant, are but the arms and legs of the 


body of truth? — What real benefit mens ſouls, 


(a) If xxvi. 22 Prov. xxiii. 26. 2 The J. Il. 10. 12. Jude 3. 
(6) Rev. xxii. 19. 
B or 
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er the church, or the eſſential articles of truth, 
get by the neglect of theſe arms and legs, let the 
preſent ſtate of things in Britain and Ireland, 
be a mournful witneſs. What do theſe mang- 
lers of truth, under pretence of attachment to 
more ſubſtantial things, more than others ? What 
are they better than our zealous anceſtors, holy 
Rutherford, Renwick, &c. ? Nay, are they ought 
but pigmies in holineſs, or in fellowſhip 
with God, in compariſon of them? Nay, what 
are they better than their withered fellow-pro- 
feſlors of the preſent age, except in diſlike, or 
reproach of ſuch as profeſs more ſtrictneſs; and 
in wonderful fondneſs of ſuch as are more, or 
as looſe in their opinions or ways as themſelves. 


4. Wuar we have attained in practical religion, 
let us hold it faſt, in the view of the coming of 
Chriſt. Have we«weſcaped the corruption that is 
in the world through luſt ? let us beware of be- 
ing again intangled therein, leſt it become worſe 
for us, than if we had never known the holy 
commandment, and begun to obey it. Let us 
never build up what evil courſes we have de- 
ſtroyed, leſt we be found tranſgreſſors (a). Have 
we ſet up the worſhip of God in our cloſets and 
families, both morning and evening ? let us, 
no not in the greateſt harry of earthly buſineſs, 
expoſe, ourſelves to the divine fury, poured out 
on ſuch as call not on God's name (5), Have we 
got into a reverential regard for the name of 
God, abhorring even minced oaths, or light 
mentioning of any thing ſacred ? let us conti- 
nue to fear thig great and glorious name, the 


(0 Jer. x. 25- 


G) 2 Pet. il 20. 21. Gal. ii. 18. 
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Lord our God, leſt he make our plagues wonder- 
ful (a). Have we begun to ſanctify the Sabbath, 
not ſeeking our carnal eaſe, thinking our carnal 
thoughts, or doing our carnal works let us 
continue remembering to keep it holy, and call 
it our delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 


and honour him (5).. Have we begun to uſe 


occaſional meetings for prayer, and holy conte- 
rence ? let us not forſake the aſſembling of our- 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, but 
ſpeak often one to another, that the Lord may 
hearken and hear it (c). Have we begun to be 
agreeable relatives in the family, the church, 
or the ſtate? let us abound more and more 
herein, in the Lord. Devotion, without natural 


affection, and performance of relative duties, 


ſadly mark men hypocrites (4). Having taſted 


that the Lord is gracious, have we laid aſide ſu- 
perfluity of naughtineſs, and all malice, guile, 
hy pocriſies, and evil ſpeakings ? let us never re- 
turn with the dog to ſuch vomit, or with the 
ſow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the 
mire ; let us love one another, and love all that 
bear Chriſt's image, however oppoſite to us, with 
a pure heart fervently ; let us eſteem others bet- 


ter than ourſelves ; provoke one another to love, 


and good works; and ſpeak the truth every one 
to his neighbour, as we think in our heart (e). 
Have we begun to mortify our members that are 
upon the earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, inor- 
dinate affection, and left off drunkenneſs, light 
companions, vain and laſcivious dancings, the 


(a) Deut. xxviii. 58. 59. ( Exod. xx. 8. If. IVIIi 13. 
(c) Heb. x. 25. Mal. iii. 16. (d) Eph. v. and vi. Col. iii. 
and iv. Rom. Xii. and xiii. (e) Rom. xii. 10. Heb. x. 24. 
Tech. viii. 16, Pſal. xv. | 
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gaudy attire of fops or harlots? let us con- 
tinue to act as theſe, whoſe bodies are temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and as believing that mad 
mirth, and laſcivious carriage ill ſuit the charac- 
ter of profeſſed mourners for the abounding fins 
of the land (a). Having renounced the hidden 
thiags of diſhoneſty, let ns ſteal, let us defraud, 
let us covet no more ; but render to every man 
his due, tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour 
to whom honour ; and ſtudy to owe no man any 
thing, but to love one another, Whatever we 
would that men ſhould do to ns, let us do ſo un- 
to them. As we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all men, eſpecially to them that are 
of the houſehold of faith, whether of our 
party or not (6). Have we, in a conſcientious 
ananner, ſeparated, as to church-fellowſhip, from 
brethren that walk diſorderly, and not accord- 
ing to the received and ſolemnly eſpouſed doc- 
trines of our public ſtandards, and founded on the 
word of God? let us continue in our withdraw- 
ment, while the grounds of it are more and 
more increaſing : Jet us mark them that cauſe 
diviſions and offences, contrary to the doctrine 
we have learned, and avoid them (e). Thus having 
proved all things, let us ho/d fat that which is 
good : let us keep our garments, leſt we be found 
naked, and men ſee our ſhame : let us obſerve what- 
ever God has commanded, neither adding to it, nor 
diminiſhing from it ; neither turning to the right 
hand, nor to the left. Let us not be weary in well. 


(8) Eph. iv. 28. Rom. xiii. 7. 8. 


() Eph. V. 3.— 72. 
6 2 Tbeſſ. iii. 6. Rom. xvi. 


Matth. vii. 12. Gal. vi. 10. 
16. 17» : 
doing: 
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doing; for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint 
not: but men «n/table as water ſhall not prevail. 
He that wavereth, is like a wave of the ſea, ariven 
with the wind, and toſſed. A double-minded man is 
unſtable in all his ways, —is like a child 7zofed ty 
and fro with every wind of falſe dectrine, or en- 


ſnaring temptation (4). 


III. Bur let us now conſider, what is im- 
plied in, or neceſſarily connected with our hold- 
ing faſt what we have. 


1. LET us make ſure work of having what is 
proper to be held; that we have Jeſus and his 
grace in us, his truth known, believed, and pro- 
feſled by us, and a courſe of true holineſs begun 
by us. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith ; 
prove your own ſelves; know ye not your own ſelves ? 
Let us ſearch ourſelves, yea, ſearch ourſelves. 
Let us prove all things by the unerring ſtandard, 
and diſcriminating touchſtone of God's word (). 
My dear brethren, let us not amuſe ourſelves 
with fancies, while the Judge ſtandeth at the 
door: while the day haſteneth, that ſhall try 
every man's ſtock, temper, and courſe, of what 
kind it is. Let us not deceive ourfelves; Chriſt 
is not in us, except he /an&i/y us, ſoul, body, and 
ſpirit, ſave us from our ſins, and turn away unzod- 
lineſs from us. His grace is not in us, unleſs we 
can ſheu it by o r good works, Faith, or hope, 
or love, or repentance, without works, is d (e). 
His truth is not in us, except we have received 
it at the mouth of the Lord, and it work effec- 


(a) Rev. xvi. 14 Deut. xii 32. Gal. vi. 9. James i. 6. . 
F ph. iv 14 (5) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Zeph. uu. | 1. 1 Theſſ. v. 2. 
@ James ii. 18. 20, John xiv. 15. 
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tually towards our ſaudtification (a). A proper 
courſe of virtue is not begun by us, unleſs it 
flow from union to, and fellowſhip with Chriſt 
by faith, and imply in it, a denying ungodlineſi, 
and w.rldly luſts, and living ſoberh, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent evil world, and be fulfilled, 
becauſe this is the will of God, even our [andifica- 
tion (b). For the Lord's fake, and your ſoul's 
fake, make ſure of receiving Jeſus offered in 
the goſpel, as your righteouſueſꝭ and firength ; 
give alk, diligence to make your calling, the effectual 
change of your nature, and your election ſure. Fix 
on no religious principle, but in the way of the 
moſt diligent ſearch of God's word, and of the 
molt earneſt prayer for his direction. To the 


not; if we ſpeak not according to this ward, it in be» 
#auſe there is na light in us. Let us receive the 
trath in the love of it, and that not as the word 
of men, parents, mini ſters, or others; but as it 
is in truth the word of God, which eficctually 
worketh in us that believe. Let us bewaze of 
being Papiſts under a Proteſtant name, taking 
up religious principles on the teſtimony of pa- 
rents, paſtors, or our own fancy ; but be likethe 
noble Bereans, receive the word with all readi ne ſi 
of mind, and ſearch the ſcriptures daily, whether 
theſe things be ſo (c). Let us uſe our excellent 
public ſorms of found words, our Confeſſion of 
faith, Larger and Shorter Catechiſms, and Form 
of Preſbyterian church- government, as excellent 
helps, but reſt no faith here; but puſh up the 
matter to a Thus ſaith the Lord ; trying whether 


(a) t Theſſ ii. 13. (6) Tit. ii. 11. 12. ) I. viii. 20. 
Acts xvii. 11. | | 


faw and to the teſtimom of God, if we believe 
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vain 
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the feriptures there adduced, or others of like 
import, eſtabliſh what is aflerted. Such as light- 
ly take up their religious principles, are, on the 
one hand, ready to be extremely fond of tmpo- 
fing them on others, You can ſcarce talk with 
them a few moments, bur they will drag the 
converſation upon ſome of their darling uo- 
ſtrams ; and if people cannot as ealily believe 
theſe matters as they did, they may lay their 
account to be reproached, as poor, weak crea- 
tures, ignorant bigots, or even Jooſe connivers 
at fin. And, on the other hand, they are no 
leſs ready to abandon their principles, on the 
{malieſt temptation. A little offence, or even 
the ſhadow of it, from a court, a miniſter, or 
neighbour, or a marriage, or the hope of one, 
or the proipect of the ſmalleſt advantage, or a 
little inclination to imitate the world in their 
vain ſports, or to have a little more freedom to 
employ their itchiug ears, will make them as 
once, perhaps contrary to the moſt ſolemn vows, 
abandon their reli gious principles, and the party 
they have for many years adhered to. Let us, like 
true Proteſtants, ſeriouſly fix our religious prin- 
ciples on a divine bottom, that will enable us 
to cleave to them, amid ofiences, crofles, re- 
proaches, and even flames of fire. | 


2. LET us commit to a God in Chriſt, the 
holding us faſt, and what good we have. Let 
us commit our ſpirit, our heart, into the hand of 
a God of truth, Let us commit our way to him, 
and truſt that he will bring it to paſs ;— commit the 
keeping of our ſouls to him in well doing, as to a faith- 
ſul Creator ;—caſting all cur care upon him, as one 
that careth fer us. Let us be ſober and vigilant. 


Lek 
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Let us imitate the man according to God's heart, pray: 
in crying, Preſerve me, for I truſt in thee ; and tem 
the apoſtle, who committed unto God his good vices 
things, to keep for him, againſt that day (a). Alas! de vi 
how many ſelf-conceited profeſſors, who, in may 
their own eyes, are fully capable to keep them- For/ 
ſelves, turn out a ſhame and ſcandal to the in th. 
eauſe which they profeſſed! wiſe 

be d 

3. LET us, with great earneſtneſs, conſult God's wit] 
word, and aſk his direction by prayer, in the par- faue 
ticular circumſtances we have to do with. II all thou 
eur ways let us acknowledge him, and he ſha'l di- ſcor1 
rect our paths. In every thing by prayer and ſupplica- of t 
tion, let our requeſts be made knows unto God (6). has | 
And let us not only ſtudy to conſult God, but to that 
have his anſwer from his word, ere we proceed grac 
in an action or courſe. Would we but follow thei 
this one rule, what ſin might be prevented? thei 
for, alas! how many things we do, that we durſt Let 
not ſo much as conſult Cod in; and our con- terir 
ſcience would {tare us in the face, if we ſhould ſtana 
ſay, we had God's warrant for them. Is it, my bera 
friends, like Chriſtians, or even like men that we 
have rational ſouls, and are to anſwer for their no C 
conduct at God's tribunal, to run headlong, and thin 
firſt act, aud then think, what could be a pro- open 
per reaſon for ſuch actions! yet, alas! how mach Ali! 
of our conduct is of this kind!  Agai, 
| How 

4. LET us avoid every approach towards, os man, 
temptation to make ourſelves or others quit gueſ 
what we ought to hold faſt. Let us watch and ſinne 

( Pſal. xxxi. 5. and àxxxvii. 5. 1 Pet. iv. 19. and v. 7. 8. (a) ! 
Pal. xvi. 1. 2 Tim. i. 23- (6) Prov. iii, 6 Phil. iv. & 


PI 
4 pray; | 


Y Pal. i. 1. 
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pray, that we enter not into temptation, nor prove 
tempters to ethers, Let us, not ignorant of his de- 
uices, be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe our adverſary the 
devil goeth about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he” 
may devour. Let us beware of looſe companions, 
Forſake, ſaith God, th? fooliſh, and live; and go 
in the way of underſlanding. He that walketh with 
wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe ; hut a companion of fools ſhall 
be deſiroyed (a). If men begin to eat and drink, 
with the drunken, accompany with ſcorners, pro- 
faue ſwearers, Cc. you need not be ſurpriſed, 
though you ſhould quickly ſee them drunkards, 
ſcorners, profane ſwearers, or the like, inſtead 
of tender Chriſtians. Alas! Sirs, how oft it 
has been mournfully manifeſt in our own times, 
that profeſſors, turning intimate companions of 
graceleſs and profane men, have quickly caſt 
their ſolemn vows, their high profeſſion, and 
their once tender practice, all at their heels ! 
Let us therefore be on our guard, leſt our en- 
tering into the counſel of the ungodly, iſſue in our 
ſtanding in the way of finners, and at laſt in deli» 
berate /itting in the ſcorner's chair (b). When 
we have no ſoul to be in danger, no God, 
no couſcience to commune with, no eternity to 
thiuk of, then, and not till then, let us make 
openly wicked men our darling companions. 
Al! how few that go in to them, return 

ain, or take hold of the paths of life! 
How truly is their houſe the way to hell! how 
many of the dead are there! how many of their 
gueſts are in the depths of hell! Therefore if 
ſinners entice us to their intimate fellowſhip, 


(a) Mark xiii. 38. 1 Pet. viii. 5. Prov. ix. 6. and xill. 20. 
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let us not conſent, Let us alſo beware of a loofe 
practice, which indeed may be called the worſt 
of hereſies. Let him that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from iniquity. Since the day of judgment 
is at hand, let us caſt off the works of darkneſi, and 
put on the armour of light, that we may do all to 
tand in the evil day, againil the wiles of the devil. 
Let us walk honeſily as in the day, not in rioting and 
drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſi, not in 
firife and envy; but put on the Lord Jeſus and make 
not proviſion ſor the fleſh, to fulfil the Iufts thereof (a). 


If once our life become untender and unholy, 
none can ſay, what good we may not quit hold of, 
to cover or defend our wickedneſs, ſcreen our- 
elves from cenſure, or procure indulgence. in 
ſin. The looſe practice of profeſſed Chriſtians, 
or witneſſes too, has a mighty influence, in ma- 
king others diſreliſh the good way of the Lord, 
and abſtain from it, as if all were but a farce of 
diſſimulation. One looſe profeſſor may do more 
hurt to religion, than an hundred profane per- 
ſons. What, Sirs, can we think of theſe of you, 
that are profeſſed witneſſes againſt the evils of 
others, and yet indulge yourſelves in looſe- 
neſs of practice, agaipſt any commandment ; 
but that you are Satan's agents, inſtigated by 
him to join a good cauſe, to be a noted diſgrace 
to it, and to God by means of it? Let each of 
us, with a trembling heart, think, Lord, is it I? 
Finally, let us beware of % hearing of preach- 
ers, whoſe miſſion to us, and perhaps his proper 
practice and principles, we know next to no- 
thing about. Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear the inſtruction 
that cauſeth to err 2 the words of knowledge, by 


@) 2 Tim. i li. 19. Rem. xiii. 11.14. Eph. yi. 10.-—20- 
eraftily 


"oper 
o no- 
uttion 
e, by 


20- 


raftily 


6-27) 

eraftily inſtilling error, or preparing us for it, 
or decoying us to own, as Chriſt's ambaſſador to 
us, one to whom he never gave a commiſſion, 
or at leaſt none to preach in the circumſtances 
in which we heard him, or gives us no call to 
hear him therein (a). We are charged to mark 
ſuch as cauſe diviſiens and offences, contrary to the 
doctri ne we have received, and avoid them (b). Sa- 
tan, and his agents, like the Jeſuits, oft, by good 
words, and fair ſpeeches, exert themſelves, firſt 
to unſettle people, as to almolt every principle, 
or body of profeſlors, as if it were a ſmall mat- 
ter, what principles they held, whom they heard 
or joined with; and having done ſo, they can 
eaſily fix them in almoſt any thing they pleaſe. 
Who ſees not, that the hearing of a few Engliſh 
preachers, deſerting their mechanic trades, or 
deſerting wholly, or in part, the charges they had 
undertaken the curacy of, has made multitudes 
in our nation quite indifferent, as to all form of 
church diſcipline or government ; and has better 
prepared us for the reception of abjured Prelacy, 
thatmother and daughter of Popery,than twenty- 
eight years of bloody perſecution -did ? Shall I 
aſk, Is the notion of hearing, what preachers 
come in our way, and of the coaleſcence of all 
ſuppoſed to be good men, be of what principle 
they will, of Cod, or of men? Not of God, who 
hath charged us, as above, to withdraw from e- 
very brother that walketh diſorderly, and to come out 
of Babylon, or the Antichriſtian ſtate, where 
yet there may be excellent ſermons, and even 
ſome ſaints (c). Before God, the communion 
of ſaints chiefly lies in their centering their love 


(a) Prov. xix. 27} (6) Rom. xvi. 17. 18. (o) 2 Theſl. lik. 6. 
Rev. xViik f. | 
on 


("2s ) 

on folks the head of the church, and its thence 
refledtiug on the ſaints, as bearing his image. 
Where · ever this is, there is the grand effence 
of the communion of ſaints: and where this is a- 
wanting, there is none: real Heathens often at- 
tend with ſaints at fermons, and fit with them at 
the Lord'stable; yet it is impoſſible they can ſhare 
of the communion of faints, properly fo called. 
This notion matt therefore be of en; yes, and 
of the very worſt of men. For ought I find in 
the hiſtory of the church, the Soeiuians, the 
molt noted heretics and blaſphemers that ever 
breathed, were the parents thereof. To decoy 
people to their party, they inſiſted, that the 
whole ſubſtance of real religion, conſiſted in 
mens embracing the promiles, aud obeying the 
commands of God ; and that there was little 
matter what principle men were of in other 
things; that as no man will ever be called to 
account at the laſt judgment for his particular 
fentiments, there ought to be no difference in 
church-tellowſhip, on account of them. Mean- 
while, theſe gentlemen, and their diſciples, the 
remonſtrants, heartily hated the Calviniſts, and 
others, who were not ſo complaiſant as to em- 
brace their new trimmed blaſphemies, or join with 
their ſynagogues of Satan. Is it honourable ta 
copy after ſuch? As roving about, even where 
one would think there was leaſt need, and, like 
a wandering ſtar, ſhooting from place to place, 
with a blazing glaze,may ſuit the inclination ofan 
oſt entatious preacher, who conceits himſelf an al- 
molt apoſtle, far ſuperior to others, and is fond of 
wide-ſpread admiration ; but caunot-confiſt with 
the character of an ordinary miniſter of Chriſt, 

whoſe work is to fred the ftock over which the Holy 
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Ghoſt bath made him an overſeer, and to rule over, 


and labour among them in the Lord (a). So the 


giddy rolling of people from one party to ano- 
ther, without ſo much as thinking on the grounds 
of their conduct; or giddy wandering in reſpect 
of hearing, at the expence of their paſtor's com- 
fort, the peace of the congregation, the grie- 
ving of tender Chriſtians, and the ſtumbling of 
the weak ; and efpecially, when they have ac- 
ceſs to all the ordinary means of grace, in a re- 
gular manner, may ſuit the inclination of theſe 
who having itching ears, are deſirous to heap up 
teachers ; and being heady and high-minded, 
have fo much ſelf-conceit, as to imagine them- 
ſelves valuable enough, to be a ſufficient rule to 
themſelves, regardle is of all others; and muſt 
have their ich gratified, or their mind a little 
delighted, at the expence of marring the peace 
of the congrepation, and hindering the ſucce(s 
of the goſpel in the body, wherewith they are 
connected; but how it can conſiſt with the cha- 
racter of not being as children, toſſed to ana fre 
with every wind of dodFrine, or of a humble Chri- 
ſtian, who reckons himſelf /e/s than the leaſt 
of all ſaints, and ſtudies to pleaſe his neighbour ts 
his edification, and to know ſuch a paltor as is over 
him in the Lord; and ſtudies to do all things 
decently, and in order, and to ediſying (5) ; or, 
who makes a ſufficient account of a miniſterial 
million, I know not. In times of diviſion, the 
utmoſt care. ought to be taken, to claſs ourſelves 
the righteſt way we can; but if after we have 
been convinced of ſufficient grounds to ſeparate 
from any body of profeſled Chriſtians, as to the 


(% Acts xx. 23. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. (5) Eph. iv. 14. and iii. 8. 
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+ external part of church-communion, with what 
conſiſtency can we, at every turn, gratify our 
fancy by occaſional returns thereto? Where can 
you find me, the ' perſon, that has, all circum- 

_ ſtances conſidered, demonſtrably gained by ſuch 

a courſe? On the other hand, in our neigh- 
bouring nation of England, I can ſee, even In- 
dependents and Epiſcopalians, who have acted 
fingly and conſiſtently with themſelves, that 
have been highly honoured of God, to appear 
in the defence of the leading truths of the go- 
ſpel ; while the Preſbyterian party, whoſe profeſ- 
ſion was better, and whoſe keenneſs for occaſion- 
al conformity to the Engliſh church was long a- 
go manifeſt, have been mournfully left to looſe- 
neſs enough. How many of them Arians, or 
thorough -paced Arminians ? Nay, how mournful 
to find their moſt noted, and, I cannot but believe, 
pious writers, ſo ſtrongly diſpoſed to part with not 
only a hoof, but almoſt the half of many divine 
trut lis, in order to gratify Arians and Armini- 
ans; and as their friend aſks one of them, what 
did he gain hereby, but harden the adverſaries, 
and make them triumph over him, as a proſe- 
lyte to their cauſe ?—Let us, Sirs, take heed, leſt 
we fall, after the came example of looſenels, 
Theſe things, I have hinted, not to ſhame you, 
but that, as my beloved children, I might warn 
you. As I am fully apprehenſive of the return 
of Antichriſt to this and other Proteſtant 
churches, I would have myſelf, and all my 
triends, on their guard, againſt the ſmalleſt ap- 


prqaches towards him, or the leaſt going forth to 
meet him, 


N. Lr us therefore, in the 4th place, affign 
ſome 
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ſome reaſons, why we ſhould hold faſt what 

we have attained. We are to do ſo, that no 
man take our crown. 


1. GREAT is the pleaſure which God takes in 
them who hold faſt what good they have attain- 
ed. When he ſaith, If any man draw back, my 
ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him; it is plainly hint- 
ed, that his ſoul hath great pleaſure in ſuch as 
do not draw back. With a pleaſaut countenance, 
he beholdeth the upright (a.) Is it not far better, 
to pleaſe our God, with our conſtancy and up- 
rightneſs, than to pleaſe Satan, and a carnal 


world, with our apoſtacy, and unſtedfaſt g giddi. 
neſs in religion. 


2. . is the happineſs which God beſtows 
on them here. The righteous nation that keepeth 
the truth enter into the city whole walls and bul- 
warks are falvatien. Such as keep . the word of 
Chriſt's patience, he keeps in the hour of templation, 
that comes on all them that dwell on the 
earth. What large meaſures: of holineſs he 
he gives them ! The righteous holds on his way; and 
be that hath clean hands, fhall wax ſtronger and 
fironger. What inward peace they enjoy ! Their 
rejoicing is this, the teſlimony of their conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity, and gsdly ſincerity, not with fleſh- 
ly wiſdom, they have had their converſation in this 
world 60. How plainly verified were theſe 
things, in tbe caſe of our own zealous fathers 
and martyrs! How marvellous was God's kind- 
neſs to them both about 1638, and during their 
double perſecution! How noted their holineſs! 
how abundant their inward joy ! how raviſhing 


(a) Heb. x. 38. Pal. xi- 6. (6) IC. x2vi. 2. Rev. iii. 10. Job 
vis 9 2 Cor. L 15. 
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their fellowſhip with God! The Holy Ghoſt was 
not given, till Jeſus aſcended to his royal throne ; 
even ſo now the Spirit is not with us, becauſe 
Jeſus as a king, is not glorified amonglſt us (a). 


(3.) Grear is the honour which God puts upon 
them. Them that honour me, faith he, ] will ho- 
nour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efleem- 
ed. If any man faithfully cleave to, and ſerve 
Chriſt, him will his Father honour (5). How plain- 
Iy has this been verified in Scotland! The very 
haters of our zealous anceſtors could not forbear 
honouring them. Was ever a man a more faith 
Ful reprover than Knox ? and yet the wicked 
Mary avowed, ſhe was more afraid of his prayers, 
than of ten thouſand armed men. Was any of 
our martyrs more faithful than Renwick ? and 
we may obſerve, that even his murderous perſecu- 
tors could not but regard him. But now, when a 
number of us called miniſters, are become ſo 
complaiſant cringers to the great, do they e- 
ſteem us ? or regard our prayers ?. no, but the 
very reverſe. Nay, I cannot remember to have 
ever obſerved a man, that did not ſtudy to act. 
np to his profeſſion, but made himſelf, in fo * 
the object of contempt. 


(0 Sucn as faithfully hold faſt what they 
Have attained, are a bleſling to their nation, 
and their poſterity after them. (c). Twice Pre- 
lacy, with its perpetual attendants in Scotland, 
perjury, profaneneſs, perſecution, and murder, 
had brought our nation to the brink of ruin: 


(a) Jobn vii. 39. (b) x Sam. i. 30. John xii. 26. 
&) Pſab xii. 1. IC vi. 13. and dvi. f. and Iv. 8. 
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Bid our fathers cringe ? No, they choſe ftrangling 
and death, rather than ſo much as ſubmit to the 
miniſtry of curates. And to this faithfulnefs,Brittth. 
liberty, under God, is owing. Had they, in our 
manner, tamely, nay voluntarily, heard ſuch 
preachers, the nation had been fleepened ; Scot- 
land had been in the religious circomſtances of 
England; or rather both had been in the con - 
dition of France. Bot their faithful witneſſing 
kept the nation awake. The blood they chear- 
fully loſt in the canſe, drew vengeance on. the 
Stewartine race; and. twice, in anſwer to their 
cries, God wrought for them. a marvellous. deli- 
verance. By means of theſe righteous perſons, 
was our Britiſh Sodom. preſerved, and partly 
purged. -Let not us baſely requite them, by 
courting back that apoſtacy that bereaved.them 
of their precious lives. If we do, let us think 
what we ſhall entail on our country, and how 
we ſhall leave our name for a curſe unto God's. cho» 
ſen, while he ſhall call his ſervants by another 


name (4). 


(F.) Grzar is the future reward of theſe who 
faithfully hold faſt what good tliey have attain- 
ed. Such as are aſhamed of, and deny Chriſt and 
his truths, 5e/ore an adulterous and. ſinful generation, 
him will Chriſt deny, and be aſbamed of, when 
he cometh, in the glory of his Father, with the: 
holy angels; but ſuch as faithfully confeſs him, 
will he con/e/7 before his Father, and his holy angels:: 
ſuch as /ollow:him-in the regeneration, ſhall fit on 
thrones, judging the tribes of mankind. Such as, 
forſake houſes, or brethren, or ſpſters, er father, ar 


a I lx. 15. 
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. 26. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. (5) Eph. iii. 17: 18. 19. 


( 30) 
mother, or children, or lands, for Jeſus' name's ſake, 
all receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit ever- 
laſting life. M boſocver will ſave his life, at the ex- 
pence of denying Chriſt, hall loſe it; and who- 
ſoever will laſe bis life for Chriſt's ſake, ſhall find it. 
Be thou faithful unto the death, ſaith Jeſus to us, 
and I will give thee a crown of life. Let us then 
faithfully fight the good fight, and finiſh our courſe ; 
and the Lord, the righteous Fudge, will give us 2 
crown of righteouſneſs at that day (a). 


LET us now fhut up the diſcourſe with a 
double addreſs. That to yon, redeemed of the 
Lord, ſhall be very ſhort, as what we have hither- 
to ſaid, has been little elſe than an addreſs to 
you. O ſtudy te have your heart filled with 
Chriſt, and the fulneſs of God in him (5) ; that 
out of a heart abundantly inflamed with his 
love, your zeal may proceed. Zeal ſpringing 


from any other ſource, is but a ſpark of our 


own kindling. No witnefling will be accepted 
of God, but what proceeds from Jeſus, and his 
Spirit, dwelling in, and actuating our heart. 
Ah! how hypocritical, how baſe for us, to 
have our tongue, and outward profeſſion, more 
full of Jeſus than our heart! Let your 
mouth be led with his honour all the day (e). 
Woes me, Sirs, are we not aſhamed to talk trifles, 
unuworthy of one who has an immortal ſoul ! 
Are we not aſhamed to peak evil of our neigh- 
bour, or to boaſt of ourſelves; and yet aſhamed 
to ſpeak to the commendation of Jeſus! Never- 
theleſs, let not our tongue outrun our deeds, 


( Mark viii. 39. Luke xii. 8. Matth. xix- 28. 2g. Rev. ii. 
(e) Pal. Ixxi. 8. 
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( ar ) 
Too oft tonguey profeſſors are but wretched work · 
ers. Let us remember, Jeſus doth not aſk us, what 
we ſay, but what we think of Chriſt ? does not aſk, 
what we ſay, but what we do more than others ? 
Whatſo ever things are true, whatſodever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
if there be any praiſe, let us think on, and practiſe 
theſe things. And whatſoever we do, let us do all in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks ta God, 
even the Father, by him (a). Let us ſeriouſly pon- 
der, as in the ſight of our future Judge, that we 
go hence more deeply indebted to the grace of 
God than before ; more frequently conſecrated 
to the ſervice of God than ever; and nearer 
eternity than ever. O then, let us live more 
like Chriſtians than ever. | 


To you, Chriſtleſs ſinners, my addreſs is; and 
may Jeſus open your heart and ear to receive it ; 
1. O think ſeriouſly, what you have, and hold 
faſt. You have Satan as your maſter and in- 
ward lodger; you have fin as your all-compre- 
henſive quality; you have a wicked life, and 
multitudes of yain hopes; you have the world, 
the ſum of which is the luſt of the eye, the luſt 
of the fleſh, and the pride of life, for your por- 
tion. Thrice dreadful ſtock ! Dare you meet 
Jeſus on his great white throne, with theſe in 
your faſt embrace ?- No; no. Oh quit them, 
and receive, in the goſpel-promiſe, Jeſus, and 
his grace and truth, in their ſtead. In a little, 
Sirs, we muſt go home from this ſolemnity ; and 


(4 Phil. iv. 8. Col. iii. 17. 
| what 
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what know we, but God has determined, that we 
ſhall go from the judgment-ſeat to our eternal 
home, in the very ſtate in which we go from 
this ſpot to-night ; and ſhall we thgn dare to go 
Chriſtleſs !—After theſe four days ſtriving of 
Jeſus for your heart, to fill it with himſelf and 
his grace, muft his laſt word be, They would have 
none of me ; "they were called to the Moſt High, but 
none at all would exalt him (a). Juſt this moment, 
Jeſus and Satan are, as it were, at {trife, who 
ſhall go home in your heart. Now, the great 
God your Saviour addreſſes you, Men and bre- 
thren of the ſtock of Adam, give audience, 7. 
you is the word of this ſalvation ſent. God jo loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſe- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever. 
laſting life. IT came not to call the righteous, but An- 
ners to repentance. The Son of man is come to ſeel 
and ſave that which is 1%. Behold, I land at the 
door and knock : if any man will open unto me, I wifl 
come ia, and ſup with him, and he with me. Come 
with me, from Lebanon, my ſpouſe ; with me from 
Lebanon. Open to me, my fiſter, my love, my defi- 
Ted; for my head is filled with dew, and my lock: with 
the drops of the night. And now, Satan whiſpers in- 
to your ear, Oh retain me, and Iwill promote you 
to honour ; give you the pleaſures of fin; give 
you all the kingdoms of the world, and the glo- 
ry of them. — Ah dreadful thought ! methinks, 
your heart, man; and yours, is juſt now reply- 
ing, High valued devil, pleaſant luſts, and pre- 


cious world, I grant you my whole heart and 
ſoul, from henceforth and for. ever. — And thou 


Jeſus, depart from me, for I deſire not the 


© Pal. IXxxi. 11. Hol. xi. 7. - 
> knowledge 


( 33 ) 
knowledge of thy ways. What have I to do with 


t hee, thou Son of God ? Art thou come to torment. 
Not thee, but Barabbas. . 
Does not thy conſcience echo back, Oh, Sir, that 


me before the time ? 


is true of me. Ah then muſt we miniſters leave 
you contradicting and blaſpheming ! Oh ! could 
we bewail your madneſs with tears of blood! Are 
you indeed content to be for ever ſhut out from 
God, the fountain of life! content to be the end- 
leſs prey of filthy and vexatious luſts! content 
to be the everlaſting deriſion of devits | content 
to lie for ever in the arms of the almighty ven- 
geance of God as a conſuming fire! content to 
be for ever without the bleſſed Jeſus, the wonder 
of angels, the raviſhment of ſaints, anddelight of 


Jenovan!: Do ye well to hate him? why, what. 
evil hath he done? Has he not made you ? has 


he not preſerved you? has he not loved our tribe, 
and ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, that he. 
might bring us unto God? Ah! what hell- 
hardened ſteel muſt thy heart be, that can ſay 
him, Nay. And Oh, how will you hold up your 
face to him, at the tribunal, —-Liſten—a voiee: 
from the excellent glory adreſſes you, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed + hear ye bim. 
Let him ſpeak for himſelf, To you, © men, I call, 
and my voice is to the ſons of man. Wheſo is fimpley 
let him turn in dale ; and as for him that wanteth, 
underſtanding, let him eat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine that I have mingled. Whoſoever will, let 
him eme unto me, and drink. Let him that is as 
thirfl come : and whoſeever will, let him come, and take 
of the water of life freely. O that you were wiſe ! 
that you underſiond this ! that you would conſider your 
latter end! Oh! that you would know in this day, 
the things that belong to thy peace! As 1 live, 1 have, 


” 


. 


( 34) 

i pleaſure in the death of you, wicked ; but rather 
Should return, and live. Turn. yon, turn y u, why will 
you die Come, let us reaſon together; though 
your. ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as jnow, 
Hearken unto me, ye ſtout-hearted, and far from 
righteouſneſs ; behold I bring near my righteouſneſs, 
and my ſalvation ſhall not tarry. The hour cometh, 
and now ir, when the deaa in treſpaſſes aud ſins ſhall 
hear his voice, and ſhall live. I will ſprinkle clean 
water on you, and from all your filthineſs and idols will 
Leleanſe yew. A new heart alſo will I give you, and 
a new ſpirit will I put within you, and I will take a- 
way the heart of ſtone out of your fleſh, and give you an 


heart of fleſh.. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cauſe q au to walk in my flatutes, and ye ſhall keep my 


Judgments, and de them. I will betroth thee unto me 


Fer ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righ- 


teouſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſi, 
and in mercies. 
you, man, . ſaying, Bleſſed Jeſus apprehend 
mine ?—and you, Lord ' Jeſus, take mine, by 
thy ſtrong hand and ſtretched- out arm ? Are you, 
man, ſaying, Content, Jam the Lords? and are 
you ſubſcribing with your heart to the Lord? O 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is come into the world to ſave 
finners; of whom Iam the chief. Now, as in 
the preſence of God, I take you witneſles againſt 


- yourſelves, and let liſtening angels, and every 


thing around us, bear witneſs againſt the day 
of Jeſus' coming, that your blood is on your own 
heads, if you go hence refuſers of him, Me- 


thinks, ſome perſons conſcience is replying, Yes, 


Sir, I am witneſs ; and now while you utter your 
laſt ſentence, I call God for a record on my 
foul, that [am content that Jeſus take my heart 

PD ; | * 8s 
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( 33.) | 
as it is; take my brutiſh heart, and inſtruct it in 
the knowledge of himſelf; take my naked heart, 
and cover it with his robe of righteouſneſs ; 
take my. polluted heart, and waſh is in his 
blood; take my heart full of enmity, and con- 
quer it with the power of his love; take m 
graceleſs, godleſs heart, and fill it with all the 
fulne( of God : take my carnal heart, and put 


his Spirit within me, and cauſe me to walk in 


his ſtatutes, and keep his Judgments, and do 

them.,—Thus, thus, bleſſed Jeſus, apprehend 

our hearts.— * 
1 


A Note of the Author's Sermon on Sabbath. 


O exceeding abundant is the love of God to- 
wards his people, that it never ceaſes; ne- 
ver changes: no not fin itſelf can interrupt his 


love, nor change their happy ſtate of fellowſhip 
with him, or hinder the communication of ſuch * 


influences from him as are altogether neceſlary 
for the preſervation of their new nature. He 
indeed hates their fin ; but he loves their perſon 
as well as ever, and in love to it, corrects them 
for their ſin. . When they outrageouſly ſin, he 
withdraws from them his comfortable intimacy, 
and diminiſhes his gracious influence; but their 
fellowſhip of intereſt in him is (till the ſame ; God 
is {till their Cod and guide even unto death; Jeſus (till 
their Huſband and Saviour ; the Holy Ghoſt ſtill 
their inhabitant ; and they are ſtill juſtified: 
heirs of Cod, and joint heirs with Chriſt (b). Such 
meaſures of gracious influence as are neceſſary ſo. 
the exiſtence of their ſpiritual life are ſtilleommu- 
nicated from Chriſt to their ſoul : for the ſaints 
acts of fin cannot render their new nature an in- 

6) Pal. xzlviii. 44 Rom. viii 25. 


Owl «zo 

- depepidhor- deity Fe can ſupport itſelf : nay, 
if lin could break the bond of union between 
g Chriſt and his people, or totally ſtop their fel- 
lowſhip with him in his love, how could he have 

| any fellowſhip of intereſt; or communion of in- 
fluence with them here, while fin dwelleth in 
them Audeed, were an Arminian preſent, he 
would cry out, What abominable doctrine! 
| what damnable hereſy is this! But let us hear 
what Jeſus, what Jtnovan faith.” Having loved 

* Six ewn. he loved them untothe end: - mith everlaſting 
kindneſs, avill I gather them. I have fworm that I would 
net be wroth with thee— my kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, nar the covenant of my peace be removed.— 
1 will betroth thee unto me forvever. I will make an 
exerlaſting covenant with them, that I will not depart 
4 N them to do them good, and I will put my fear in 
I” their heart, that they ſhall not depart from me. I 
ill never leave thee, nor forſake thee : they are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto \ ſalvation. I 
give to my ſheep eternal life, and none ſhall pluck 
them. out of my hand, none is able te pluck 
them out of my Father's hand. I the Lord do keep it; 
I will mater it every moment; left any hurt it, I will 
beep it night and day. The water that I ſhall give 
Im, ſhall be in tim a well F water ſpringing up te 

- everlaſting life. The Comforter abide; with the ſaints 
For ever, and ſhall be in them. The good part ſhall 
mot be taten away + the gifts any calling F Cod are 

- without repentance. Neither death nor life nor any 
> tather creature, is able to ſeparate us from the love of 

Cod, which 0 in Chrift Feſus our Lord (6). | 
<-: (by John Ait. 1. IC. liv. 8. 9. 10. Ho. it. 19. Jer. xxxij. 39- * 
Heb. Ati, 5-1 Pet. i. 5. John x. 28. 29- IC. xxvii. 3- John j iv. 14. 
and xiv. 6. 17. Luke % 47. Rom- Xi. 29. and vil. 38. 35. cc 
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